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The Honorable Pranab Mukherjee
 Defense Minister of India

The Honorable Pranab Mukherjee is the Defense Minister of India. A teacher, journalist and author, he hails from a family that distinguished itself in India’s freedom struggle. He has been an eminent figure in Indian political life since 1969, when he was first elected to the Rajya Sabha (the Upper House of Parliament similar to the U.S. Senate). He was a member of that body continuously until the 1999 term, and served as both Deputy Leader of the Congress Party and as Leader of the House. During his Parliamentary career, he also served as a Member of the Business Advisory, Privileges, Rules, and External Affairs Committees, and as chairman of the Parliamentary Standing Committees on Science and Technology, Environment and Forests, and Home Affairs. In 2004, Mr. Mukherjee was elected to the Lok Sabha (the Lower House of Parliament similar to the U.S. House of Representatives), where he holds the position of Leader of the House.

In his long years of public service, Mr. Mukherjee has held numerous cabinet positions, which included important portfolios relating to Industrial Development, Commerce and Steel, Finance, and External Affairs, prior to his current appointment as Minister of Defense. He also served as Deputy Chairman of India’s Planning Commission, the apex body responsible for determining growth and development priorities and assessing and formulating strategies for the effective and balanced utilization of national resources.
Mr. Mukherjee has been a member of the Congress Party throughout his political career serving at various times on the Congress Working Committee (the highest policy making body of the party) as well as the Central Parliamentary Board. He has also held the positions of President, West Bengal Pradesh Congress Committee; Treasurer, All India Congress Committee; Chairman, Economic Advisory Cell; and General Secretary, All India Congress Committee.

His international activities have included membership on the Board of Governors of the International Monetary Fund, the World Bank, the Asian Development Bank, the African Development Bank, and Chairmanship of the Group of 24. He led numerous Indian delegations to various international bodies including the Commonwealth Finance Ministers Conference, the Annual General Meetings of World Bank, IMF, and the Asian Development Bank, the Ministerial Conference of WTO, the UN General Assembly, the Conference of the Commonwealth Heads of Governments, and the Non-Aligned Movement.
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